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Diary of Eventg

PM
Romanian Fellowship (16:00)

AM

Breakfast Church (9:00), Seminar (10:25)
Little Tykes Toddlers (10:00-12:00)
Foodbank (10:00-12:00)

Foodbank (10:00-12:00)
Little Oaks Toddlers (9:30-11:00)

Breakfast Church (9:00), Seminar (10:25)
Little Tykes Toddlers (10:00-12:00)

Foodbank (10:00-12:00)

Foodbank (10:00-12:00)
Little Oaks Toddlers (9:30-11:00)

Breakfast Church (9:00), Seminar (10:25)
Little Tykes Toddlers (10:00-12:00)

Foodbank (10:00-12:00)

Foodbank (10:00-12:00)
Little Oaks Toddlers (9:30-11:00)

Breakfast Church (9:00), Seminar (10:25)

Foodbank (10:00-12:00)

Foodbank (10:00-12:00)

BFC - (All-Age) (9:00), Seminar (10:25)

Foodbank (10:00-12:00)

Girls’ Brigade (17:15), Table Tennis (19:30)

Boys’ Brigade (18:00)

Girls’ Brigade (17:15), LED Group (19:30)

Boys’ Brigade (18:00) Ladies Social (19:30)

Girls’ Brigade (17:15), Table Tennis (19:30)

Boys’ Brigade (18:00)

Townswomen’s Guild (13:45)

ABC

NEWS & INFORMATION

Surviving a Scorching East Wind
I'm sitting in my sun-baked East-
facing office on a Wednesday morning,

trying to work, as the temperature
steadily climbs to a predicted 27°C. ‘It's
just too hot' | hear myself mutter. And
I'm immediately reminded of Jonah's
grumblings as he sits under a withering
vine scorched by an East wind, staring
down at what was ultimately a non-
event. Nineveh was destined to be
destroyed but in God's mercy the city
was spared. God's inactivity was a clear
demonstration of God's compassion and
the people of Nineveh got a second
chance. Not what Jonah was hoping for.
And one wonders whether he was able
to get over his anger. Did he find his
heart challenged and changed by God's
inaction? Or did he just go off in a huff,
frustrated that God didn’t do what he
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wanted him to do?

One of the greatest
challenges I've faced in my walk
with Jesus has been that during
tough times - the desert
experiences when the pressures
of life are like a scorching sun
beating down on my head -
God has often felt absent, or at
least inactive. "God, why don't
you just do something about
this? | know you can!” But often
the tough time continues and
the sun beats down, and | long for a
time of refreshing. Will it ever come?

How do you survive those times?
Well, taking a leaf out of Bear Grylls’ tips
for survival, he lists four priorities if you
find yourself lost in the wilderness:
Protection, Rescue, Water, Food - in that
order.

So what of PROTECTION? What do
we need protecting from? In the spiritual
wilderness it is easy to lose focus and
drift off-course, and what used to feel
important doesn’t seem to matter as
much. We need to protect ourselves
against apathy and becoming luke-
warm. We need to protect ourselves
against outside influences becoming
more important to us than God. And we
need to protect ourselves against doubt.
The scorching East wind will not last

forever and God's love will prevail.
... continued on page 3
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Surviving a Scorching East Wind
- Ben Fortescue

THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE
celebrating 125 years
see how ABC'’s girls chose to celebrate

MISSION FOCUS: Foodbank -
Two stories to inspire!

by >
< BEING BAPTIST:

Exploring the importance of
Church Membership

... continued from Cover

Next, RESCUE. We may not be able
to bring a desert season to an end but
there may be things we can do to speed
up it's completion. If we feel we're
drifting in our relationship with God we
can put in place the practical things that
make a difference - reading our Bible,
carving out time to

how tough life may be we can always be
assured of his refreshing and sustaining
presence.

And finally, FOOD. Waiting for God
to act is never a passive thing. If you find
yourself in a desert season the worst
thing you can do is simply wait to wither

away. You need to keep

pray, speaking/praying P“‘“—c“’ A D your spiritual strength up.
with a Christian friend - W“g You need to find ways of

these are all things that
help us make progress
through the desert. Yes,
we can wait to be
rescued but often God
wants us to learn the art
of self-rescue, with Him
as our guide.

Thirdly, WATER. Jesus once said, "the
water | give will become a spring of
water welling up to eternal life’. Yes,
there may be times when we feel
parched. But Jesus has promised that
those who drink the water of life will
never thirst. We have access to springs
of living water in Jesus so that no matter

building up your spiritual
energy. Draw on things
= that inspire you, books
and stories, testimonies
and friendships. Remind
yourself how faithful God
has shown himself to be.
Feed on the witness of countless
generations of believers who have all
found the love of God to be the one
constant and enduring presence in life.
And feast on the word of God, the bread
of life.
And before you know it, you'll find
yourself no longer in an arid desert but
in a cool, refreshing oasis instead.
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Are you 18 +, female and in need of a fun night out? Then this is for you!
When: Friday 13th July, 7:30pm
Where: Beijing Chinese Restaurant, Addlestone
Please join us in a social evening and getting to know each other better.
For more information or to confirm you can join us, please speak to Gemma or Sarah
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Brigade’s 125 years

To celebrate 125 years of GB we thought we would do something fun and a bit
different and the most popular idea was to have a sleepover with lots of small
activities. The date was Friday 8th June and began with a short devotion time
and setting out camp in our new accommodation. Soon after we had a range
of mini tournaments comprising of:- Mini Air Hockey, Horseshoes and Crazy
Creatures Croquet.

Ben arrived and led us in prayer and a short talk as well as helping celebrate
with some singing, enthusiastic dancing and even more enthusiastic cutting/
eating the cake.

After this we watched part 1 of Minions
DVD, with popcorn of course. Next up
supper (hot choc and marshmallows),
followed by bed.

9-30pm - 10pm Lights out but there
were still rumblings until some time later
until Dawn gave a Final Warning!!

The next day we were up promptly at
7-30am and after getting ourselves set
for the day we did some craft and then

Sleepover to clbrafe Gi;*lg’

watched the other half of our DVD. We then had enough time to test our
illustrative skills with a game of Pictionary before everyone headed home by 12
noon.

It seemed a successful event with a good balance of activities and the girls all
asked when the next one was going to be!
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Runnymede FoodBank

Addlestone Baptist Church continues to support the Runnymede
Foodbank, through the use of its premises and through the
monetary and food donations of its attendees. Here are two

stories that show why your support is so vitally needed:

HOLLY"S STORY

“The people at the foodbank were wonderful.
They understood and saved us!”

Having always worked and never
claimed benefits, Holly, 29, from
Chichester was bringing up her four-
year-old daughter, Phoebe alone. She
was determined to give her the best
possible start in life, but when Phoebe
suddenly fell ill, Holly was forced to turn
to a foodbank for help.

The council flat that Holly was living in
was in a deprived area with drug dealing
and dog fouling taking place in the
corridor outside her door. Holly was
adamant that her daughter should have
a better environment to grow up in and
was offered alternative accommodation
near her parents but at double the cost.

As well as borrowing money from her
parents to meet the cost, Holly was
working part time. At the same time, she
had been selling second-hand clothes
online and the shop she was working in
noticed its success and offered her a
space selling clothes in their shop.
Under normal circumstances, Holly could
just about scrape by, but when her
daughter became poorly and had to
spend three weeks in hospital, she was
forced to close the shop temporarily.
When Phoebe recovered, they returned
home to empty kitchen cupboards, bills

racking up and no income to support
them.

Holly felt unable to ask her family for
help again and after discussions with the
local Citizens Advice Bureau she was
referred to the foodbank.

Holly said: “The people at the foodbank
were wonderful, they understood and
saved us.”

Although Holly’s situation is still
precarious, knowing the foodbank is
there in an emergency is a huge weight
off her shoulders.

“The foodbank was a lifesaver.” Your
support is helping us to change Lives.




RICHARD’S STORY

“Without the foodbank t don’t think
1’d be here toolag!"

Having worked in the police force for six
years, followed by 12-years in the Royal
Military Police, Richard, 49, from New
Milton, had always considered himself fit
and healthy. However, this all changed
when a chest infection quickly
developed into a heart condition and he
suffered from two major strokes followed
by 19 mini strokes, leaving him unable to
work.

Richard’s situation deteriorated further
when he separated from his wife and
moved out of their family home, where,
unfortunately due to this change of
address his Employment Support
Allowance (ESA) was delayed. As a result
of his serious heart condition Richard
needs 35 tablets a day, but the cost of
travelling to collect his prescriptions left
him without enough money for food,

and his local Citizens Advice Bureau
referred him to the foodbank.
Although Richard admits he never
expected to be in this situation, on
arrival he was put at ease straight away.

“The volunteers were fantastic, offering a

chat and a shoulder to cry on. | suffer
from depression as well and without the
foodbank | don't think | would be here
today,” he said.

Richard looks forward to seeing his 10-
year-old daughter every weekend but
admits he has skipped meals on a few
occasions so she can eat. He explains:
“It's a really bad situation that people
have to decide whether they can feed
themselves, feed their children or put
the heating on. It's a case of having to
budget or having to go without.”

At the moment things are still tough for
Richard, he's on the waiting list for a
heart transplant and will be on

medication for the rest of his life, but
he's grateful that the foodbank is
available if he ever needs some
extra help.

oodbank

Foodbank really needs the
following:

Tinned fruit
Instant mash
Feminine hygiene products
Deodorant imate and remate)
Razors
Shaving foam
Nappies isize 4,526
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As a regular feature of our Monthly magazine we're exploring
what it is to be a Baptist church - our history, our core values and
our wider baptist family! In this fourth edition we'll be focussing
on the importance of Church Membership.

(The following information was produced by the Baptist Union of Great Britain)

Church

Membership

The first poopie 10 hear the Christain message on the day of Pentecost and
be baptisec went on to cevole themselves to the local communsty of bellavers
(Acts 2.41-42). N was a nalural thing for them 1o do. It was through thal
community in the form of the onginal one hundred and twenly bebovers (Acts
1:15) that thery had come to hear of Christ and believe in him. It was in that
comemunity that they would continue to leam from the aposties’ leachng, 1o
expenance the Spirit and play a part in an exciting enterprise. Becoming

a Christian was not just a personal dacsion. It was a socal event as the
ongmal Chrstian community extended its reach and incorporated ever
increasing numbers within itself. Being a Christian is not just a matter of
Ending personal salvaton, R involves becoming par of a8 progect through
which God is working in the world, That projod is the Christan Church and it
occuples a central part in God's purposes

From near the beginning of human history, God has been concemed 1o have
a people through whom he can work. This work began with Abraham and
Sarah and their descendants. God made a covenant with Abraham that
wias continued with his son Isaac and grandson Jacob, and led 1o the twolve
tnbes of Israel. They were specially chosen by God, not because there was
anything special about them but because through them God would be able
to display his wisdom and power (Deuteronomy 7.7-11). God preserved this
pecple aven in imes of famine and capiivity. God eventually delivered them




from slavery and oppression in Egypl in order that they might cocupy the land
of Canaan as the Promised Land. Here they were 1 be under God's reign
and were to live out a distinctive communal life by cbserving the practices

of circumcision, sabbath and temple worship and by adhering closely 1o the
law givan by God through Moses. Israe! was to witness 1o the nations as
‘my treasured possession oul of all the nations” and was 10 be for the God of
the whole earth 'a priestly kingdom and a holy nation’ (Exodus 19.5-6). They
were 1o be an example so that other natons would say, “Surely this great
nabion s & wise and disceming people!” For what other nation has a god so
near 10 it as the LORD owr God is whonever wo call to lum? And what other
nation has stalules and ordinancas as jJust as this entire law Lhat | am seltng
before you today?’ (Deuteronomy 4:7-8)

Jesus was bom from the Jewish peopls
and through him, the idea that there was a
pooplo set aside for God's purpose, spread
to his followers in the Chnstian Church, both
Jews and Gentdos. The apostie Pater could
say o the churches, 'Bul you are a chosen
raca, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's
own people, in order that you may prodiaim
the mighty acts of hem who called you out of
darkness nto his marvelious light' {1 Pater
2:9). The church, therefore, represents the continuation of what God began
to do with the paople of israel. Through the church, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ has come 1o be honoured and worshipped to the ends ol the
earth. It exists o live oul under the reign of God, the way of Me thal came 10
be incamated (or fleshed out), not now i the book of tha aw, bul in the e
of Christ. s practices now include those of baptsm and communion, and its
calling is 10 live as a holy nation scattored among all tha nations, beanng its
witness to Chnst, worshipping God through him and sarving the nations by
living out the way that he taught,

Believing and belon (ir( o ——

The Church is God's project. We can only become Christians and be
baplised because the Church is akready thore exercising its withess, All
Chrissans have the Church as their mother, as surely as they have God as
meir Father. We are indabied 10 It and 1o the people within it who have been

comynitted encugh to hand its benefls on o us. When we become Christans
we enter mto the Chureh's life and become a part of i We are like the parts
of a body that are inimately connected Lo each other and are dkecled by

the head, which is Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-21), None of us can say we
have no nead of it or of each aother. By balieving In Christ we have committed
ourseives 10 belong to Christ's people and this deserves the best that we can
bring. Church membership is about committed belonging 1o the Church in
genaral and to a local congregation i particufar. But it is Impossible to belong
1o the Church in general withoul belongng to & particular congregation. Some
years ago a Peanuts cartoon showed Charlie Brown saying, ‘| love humanity
It's people | can't stand!’ Just as you cannat love humanity without loving
people 50 it is not passible to belong 1o the Church in abstract, but only in real
and commitied relationships

The challenge of covenant relationship

The word Christians use to describe the kind of relationship involved

in belonging to the church is ‘covenant’. God entered into a covenant

with Abraham and with the peopie of Israel. Each church is & covenant
community. YWhen wa share communion we refer to il as representing the
‘new covenant’ made through Christ's sacrifice. A covenant is a two-way
commitment which is open-ended and unconditonal. This is what we mean
when we speak of the ‘covenant of marriage’, whereby marriage s meant 10
be a commiameant of faithful love, one which endures and 50, disCovars new
depths of love, nol one that comes 10 an end when il becames nconvenient.
I involves both giving and receiving. Where there is covenant commiment,
churches can bacome strong, they can endure through time and they can do
good. Where this is lacking, churches are weakened, Jus! as mamage is
designed o be a firm commitment wiich strangthens and supports a lovng
relationship between two people, so church membership is designed to be a
foundation for strengthening the refationships within & congregation. When
pecpie commil thamseives Lo a church in membership they are strengthening
the inner iife of the church in a way that will make it more effective in its
MmISSion

There is no doudt that becoming a member in 8 local Baptist church &
challenging. It irvolves commitment and this in turn requires sacrdfice, This
may mean the sacrifice of time and money and of emotional and physical
energy. In return, there s the reward of belonging to a community of




peopie who strongly believa in what they are doing and who are working
cooperalively 10 achieve their goals. Membership probably involves
Swimming against the tide of madem culture in which people have come 10
see themselves first and foremost as consumers rather than contributors,
But this is a bte that needs 1o be rasisied. If the role of the church is 10 offer
altermalive ways of living which arise from the covenant relationship woe share
with God, then committed church membership is worth entering into and

commending to others,

Reasons or MembDarShiD
The following reasons for church membership can be mantioned,

1. Church membership demonstrates that we have understood the
importance of tha church in the mission of God. The church is descnbed In
the Bidle as the people of God (1 Peter 2.9), the body of Christ (1 Corinthians
12:12-30) and the templo of the Moty Spint (Ephesians 2:19-22) Each of
these images requires commitment from us as living parts of God's project
When you belong to a people, you take your enlity from them, YWhen you
are part of a body, you are organically joined to it. When you are partof a
lemple, you are ike a brick or a stone cemented together with others (1 Peter
2:4.5).

2. Church membership demonstrates the reality of our personal commitment
as doclared in baplism. It shows therefore, the sincenty of our commitment o
Christ and to Chrest's people because we are not holding back from people.
Church membership follows on from baptism by showing that we have truly
entered into a new way of Me, just as the first Christians ‘devoted themsehves
10 the aposties’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers’ (Acts 2:41.42).

3. Church mambership helps to bulld strong churches by making sure that
each church is supported by a core of people who are prepared 1o commil
time, energy. finance and their own Spiritual gifts and talents 1o the building
up of the body of Christ. Being a member therefore means bacoming a active
participant i the crucial work of sustaining congregations and passing on

the faith 10 new generations. It also means taking a responsidla par in the
church's government since church members share in the process of making
decsions in Baptis! churches.

4, Church membership means that once we have accepted the Christian way
of Iife we have the support of other Christians in sustaning our discipleship
and in enduring lesting times of liness, boreavement and crisis when they
come 10 us. It also means thatl we live out our lives under a degree of pastoral
oversight that will enabie others to corract and guide us should we begin to
stray or deviate from a truly Chestian idestyle. This is what Paul means when
he says in Galatians 6:1,'My fnends, if anyone is detected in a transgression,
you who have received the Spirit, should restore such a one in a spirit of
gentlensess’,

5. Church membership connects us Lo other chucch members in the local
Christian commundty and more widely with other such communities. 11 is a
solid bond that enables us to say that we balong to a movement and 1o take
our place within the universal Church.

6. Church membership enables us to challenge the modemn tendency to see
ourselves as consumers rather than as contridutors. Being a Chnistian is not
o spectator sport but requires our personal and dedicated involvernent in the
things of God and of the church.

Entering Into church membership

Each church has its own ways of accepting people into committed church
membership but there tend to be common alements, A person entenng into
membership is mterviewed and a report is made o the Church Members'
Meeling which makes a decision to receive the appliicant into membership
or to dekay this. Once received into membership by the Church Members'
Meeting, this is symbolised by a welcome with the ‘rnight hand of fellowship™ in
a service of worship, often at a communion service, In some churches, the
welcome will be given al the same time or shortly ater a person has been
baptised. The reasons for this practice are as follows:

. Membership is somethang mutual, a covenam involving comemetments
on both sdes. Exisling church members are also entenng Into a
commilment 10 new members and need therefore to receive them
Intentionally into the community.

Membership is based upon parsonal commitment to Chiist and the
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KEEP
CALM

AND

COMPLY WITH
GDPR

As you are no doubt aware new laws governing the collection and
use of personal data have come into force recently. These new laws
affect all organisations, not just businesses. And therefore, we as
Addlestone Baptist Church, are having to put in place new policies
and procedures.

We therefore, require your written consent for us to hold certain
information about you such as your address and telephone number.
We also need your written permission if you would like to receive
news and information via our email contact lists.

A form is now available, from Brian Channell, to be filled in should
you want to be included in our church contacts database. More
information on how your personal data will be stored and used is
contained within that form. Without your written consent we will not
be able to hold any information about you, so the quicker the form
can be returned to us the better.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding GDPR and your
personal data please contact Brian Channell either face to face or
by emailing dataprotection@addlestonebaptist.org.uk




‘Thank You' to everyone who
supported Ben in his
London2Brighton Cycle this month

The 54 mile event, in aid of the British Heart
Foundation, involved cycling from Clapham
Common to Brighton seafront.

Ben managed to complete the 54 miles in 3
hours 13 minutes However, with a cycle to
the start and a short ride at the end, he
covered a total of 86 miles.

Thanks to the wonderful support of friends

and family Ben managed to raise £555 for
BHF research.
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living, learning and loving Jesus

A fun-packed group for 2¢-10g on
Sundayg etarting at 9:30 approx.

For more information pleage gee the
geparate flyer.

Foodbank really needs the following:
Tinned fruit, instant mash,
feminine hygiene products,

deodorant (male and female), gnyomeca b k

nappies [size 4,5 & 6)
Thank you very mueh!

Got questions
about life?

Next course starts:

Tuesday 11th ;ﬁ

\~ : LY

September

For more info please speak
to Ben Fortescue

Church contact details:
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Minister: Ben Fortescue

Secretary: Brian Channell

Treasurer: Sarah White

Email: info@addlestonebaptist.org.uk  Website: www.addlestonebaptist.org.uk
Office: 01932 820709
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